Faculty Instructions for running debates activity

Step 1

One week before debates 

· Assign students to groups (3 -4 works well)

· Handout cases for debates.  Write the student’s name and group number at the top of the case. 

· Review the assignment in class.  Stress the importance of participating.  Students must complete alternate assignment if they are absent with documentation.

· Post the assignment & rubric to D2L 
Homework: read your case, discuss with group members to make sure you understand the issues before Thurs. class.  You may ask me questions via email about the facts or terms in your case that you do not understand. 

Step 2
Classroom prep

· Arrange debate ‘pods’ with two chairs, each team facing each other about 2 ft. apart.  Put a table behind each of the sets of two chairs for other team members to sit on.  
· Write the debate schedule on the board, or have it on a powerpoint slide displayed on screen
Step 3

When students arrive in class the day of the debate

· Assign ‘sides’ to groups for the debates. Now that students know which side they are arguing they sit with their group and finalize their points and strategy







10 min




Ask students to move to the debate pods 

· Only students sitting in the ‘talking chairs’ are permitted to speak.  Team members sitting on the table may tap in if the speakers are not addressing the agreed upon points.  Each team member must have a turn in the ‘talking chair’ and do some talking.

· Remind students this is all in the interest of learning.  No inappropriate language or gestures will be tolerated.  Students may argue emphatically, but politely for their side.  Students may clarify technical information with the teacher.






Step 4

Review the debate schedule with the students.  Reinforce the requirement that every student must have a turn in the talking chair. (See below for ESL and AODA tips)

Faculty role:  

· You are the time keeper.  Call the end of each round.  Do not let them ‘work ahead’ if they don’t use all the time or the room gets chaotic

· Use the debate rubric (copy and write their name on it beforehand) to assess their participation

· Coach students on appropriate behavior as needed
Debate Schedule

Round 1.  Each side gets two minutes to present their main arguments.  The other side should take notes, but may not interrupt.

Switch seating, strategy discussion

Round 2.  Each side gets three minutes to dispute the other team’s main arguments from round one.  Again the other side may not interrupt.

Switch seating, strategy discussion

Round 3.  Open debate (3 – 4 minutes).  Students may dispute each others points and politely challenge each other regarding facts, opinions etc.  

Switch seating, strategy discussion

Round 4.  Open debate (3 – 4 minutes).  Continue disputing each others points.  If possible choose an appropriate course of action for resolving the ethical dilemma.

Step 5

Debrief

· Provide the class with a brief overview of the cases used and the suggested solutions if appropriate
· Review the requirements and deadlines for the individual write-up

· Return the furniture to its original position

Tips

ESL students.  Many ESL students find talking in front of their classmates very challenging and stressful.  Some may skip this activity and take a zero rather than talk.  To reduce the stress this activity causes I discuss this openly with the class when I hand out the assignment

· I talk in general terms that some of us are more comfortable talking in front of a group than others.  I mention my youngest son who is very shy and intelligent and would find this stressful.  I mention the difficulty of finding guest speakers because some very accomplished professionals would rather have their teeth pulled without anesthetic than speak in front of a large group.
· I explain that the debate is not a formal debate with an audience.  You are in a team of 3 or 4 speaking to another team of 3 or 4.  So, maximum 7 people are listening to you.

· I give them the option to speak in the first round and have written points they will read.  This is comforting as they then know they will not be interrupted or need to think of the correct word quickly

· I give them the option to bring their write-up to my office hours to practice the pronunciation with me.  

AODA 

· if you have students that do not use regular seating be sure to set up a debate pod to easily accommodate their needs

· A student with hearing impairment may need some accommodation to participate fully in this activity.  Speak with them privately before the activity and ask them what their suggestions are to make this work well.
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